MEDIA RELEASE 
 
{Insert name of school} encourages students to join the Anthony Nolan stem cell register and save lives. 


{Insert number} {insert school name} sixth formers signed up to become potential lifesavers on {day} when Anthony Nolan volunteers visited the school to discuss stem cell donation.  

{School name, on road name} held the event on {insert date and time.}. Students heard about the limitless potential of their stem cells and how by signing up as stem cell donors they could give someone a second chance at life. 

{Head/teacher/event organiser name, role at school} hopes that the event will raise awareness of stem cell transplant charity Anthony Nolan and that students will go onto inspire others to join the charity’s register of potential stem cell donors. 

{Student Name} said: ‘{insert quote about the event, including reasons for being inspired to join the Anthony Nolan register}.’

Anthony Nolan has been saving lives through stem cells since 1974. The charity, which matches donors and patients for life-saving transplants, was set up by Shirley Nolan to find a match for her son Anthony who had a rare blood disorder. Sadly, a match was not found for Anthony, but over the last 50 years, Anthony Nolan has facilitated more than 26,500 transplants for people around the world.
 
Stem cell transplants can be a patients’ last chance of survival. Anthony Nolan works with schools to inspire 16–18-year-olds to sign up to the register because its research shows that younger donors increase a patients' chance of surviving. Last year almost 3,000 students joined the Anthony Nolan register following visits from The Hero Project volunteers.

Rowena Bentley, Head of Programme and Community Recruitment at Anthony Nolan, says, ‘We are delighted that students at {name} school have been inspired to encourage people to sign up as donors. We particularly need young men to join the register as they are most likely to be chosen to donate to a patient in need of a lifesaving stem cell transplant. 

‘Anthony Nolan is also keen to encourage more young people from minority ethnic backgrounds to join the register as they are more likely to have a unique genetic profile. This means we need to urgently diversify the register so we can find more matches for people from all ethnicities and save more lives through stem cells.’ 

For someone with blood cancer or a blood disorder, a stem cell donation could be their only chance of survival. Joining the Anthony Nolan register is simple. People aged 16-30 can join the register online at www.anthonynolan.org/heroproject. 

ENDS
 
For more information, and to enquire about media interviews, please contact the Anthony Nolan press office using press@anthonynolan.org or 020 7424 1300.   
  
Out of hours, contact the duty press officer on 07881 265 285.  
  
NOTES TO EDITORS   
 
Please note: Anthony Nolan changed its name in 2011 and is no longer known as Anthony Nolan Trust.  
  
 
About Anthony Nolan  
Anthony Nolan is a UK stem cell transplant charity with 50 years of expertise in uniting science and people to push the boundaries of what can be achieved for blood cancer and blood disorder patients.   
  
It’s world-leading stem cell register matches potential donors to patients in need of transplants. It carries out cell and gene therapy research to increase transplant success and supports patients through their transplant journeys.   
  
Anthony Nolan helps four people in need of a transplant a day, giving more people a second chance at life. But the charity won’t stop until all patients have access to the treatment they need, so many more survive.   
  
Join Anthony Nolan’s register or support its research. Together, with your help, Anthony Nolan can unlock the answers inside us anthonynolan.org  

About the Hero Project 	Comment by Elana McIntyre: Using the info on the website can you create a short ‘about’ par? 
The Hero Project is Anthony Nolan’s education programme that teaches 16–18-year-olds about the importance of donating stem cells, blood, and organs. Our volunteers go into schools to facilitate inspirational sessions explaining how young people could save a life through donating their stem cells. The programme is inspired by Adrian Sudbury, a young journalist and campaigner who believed that more lives could be saved if young people knew the importance of stem cell, blood and organ donation.


What is a stem cell transplant?  
If a patient has a condition that affects their bone marrow or blood, then a stem cell transplant may be their best chance of survival. Doctors will give new, healthy stem cells to the patient via their bloodstream, where they begin to grow and create healthy red blood cells, white blood cells and platelets.  
  
Key statistics  
· Founded by Shirley Nolan in 1974, Anthony Nolan celebrates its 50th anniversary this year.   
· The charity facilitates around 1,100 stem cell transplants from an unrelated donor every year for patients in the UK and more than 300 for patients abroad. For many, a transplant is their last chance of survival.   
· Since its inception Anthony Nolan has facilitated over 26,500 transplants for people around the world.    
· Around 90% of donors donate through PBSC (peripheral blood stem cell collection). This is a simple, outpatient procedure. Donors are supported throughout the process by the Anthony Nolan team.    
· Currently 16% of the UK Anthony Nolan stem cell register is made up of young men, but they account for more than half of people called upon to donate.  
· There is a pressing need to recruit more people from diverse backgrounds to the Anthony Nolan register, to help more patients from minority ethnic backgrounds find the lifesaving matches they need.   
· Blood cancer is the fifth most common type of cancer in the UK and the third biggest cancer killer. It accounts for 9% of all new cases of cancer diagnosed in the UK.   
· To join the Anthony Nolan register, you must be 16-30 and healthy. Anthony Nolan’s world-leading Research Institute has shown younger donors offer better survival rates for patients.  
